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RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE IS 1 

Du Surnaturel : Etudes de philosophic et d 'histoire religieuses. Par 
Paul Chapuis. Lausanne: F. Payot, Libraire-Iiditeur, 1898. 
Pp. 298. Fr. 3.50. 

The aim of this work appears to be to gain a clear conception of 
the meaning and scope of the supernatural in order to bridge the gulf 
between anti-religious scientists on the one side and anti-scientific 
religionists on the other, with the purpose finally to establish the 
author's own view of the Christian religion. The method employed 
is that of analysis and exact definition of the notions: nature, law, divine 
activity in the world, religion. 

The introduction points out that there are in human experience 
two categories of facts absolutely distinct : the phenomenal reality 
objectively observed and accounted for, and the supernatural, which is 
an inner experience or assurance of the human spirit ; the attempt to 
explain one of these in terms of the other produces confusion and an 
injury to the spirit of piety. It is in the interest of religion that the 
problem of the supernatural, which itself is just religion, should be 
clearly stated and solved. This problem is then discussed under three 
forms : the philosophical, the historical, and the religious. 

The prodigies which have been connected with all religions are 
accounted for as efforts of the human spirit to exhibit its consciousness 
and certainty of the divine activity in the world. But the mental state 
which is the basis of all scientific activity necessarily interprets these 
same "events" as normal effects of the universal causality in nature. 
The stability of nature is also at bottom the necessary implication of 
all moral action in the world and, under the form of the divine faith- 
fulness, of religious faith. That this conception of law has become a 
part of our conscious mental make-up today is evidenced by the vari- 
ous apologetic, self-contradictory representations of the miracle as an 
objective fact supernatural in origin and yet somehow grounded in 
nature. The reality which imparts apparent value to such apologies is 
the true supernatural, the communion of the human spirit with God, 
the source of its being and of the being of the world ; and this — not 
■some objective transformation of nature, not some external communi- 
cation — is just what redemption and revelation finally mean. 

Accordingly the author treats the miracles of the Bible as on a level 
with other miracles, so far as historical accuracy goes ; they, like the 
others, are creations which have grown up around a great personality ; 
only in the case of those which gather round Jesus of Nazareth the 
personality possesses an immeasurable superiority to all others ; for 
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in him is perfectly realized the communion of man with God ; and in 
the testimony which these accounts bear to the impression which Jesus 
made upon men lies their value. 

But the religion of Jesus Christ — by which the author means, not 
the religion which has its center and source in his person, but that 
attitude of entire dependence on God, perfect trust in God, of which 
he was the perfect type — is the very opposite of the religion of miracles. 

The book possesses great literary finish, and is written in a most 
interesting style. The author is more at home in science than in 
theology, and his many assumptions in the latter sphere are rather 
remarkable. For instance, he quietly asserts, without proof, that our 
conception of Jesus Christ would be unchanged were the miracles to 
disappear, while everybody knows that the accounts which we possess 
of him have all come down to us from persons who believed that he 
performed miraculous works. How can anyone prove that the posses- 
sion of miraculous powers is not an integral portion of the description 
of his person ? The miracle still awaits adequate treatment. 

The author's dependence on Strauss and Schleiermacher is very 
evident ; but, unlike the latter, he seems to have eviscerated the Chris- 
tian religion of all other content than that of dependence on God. 
What he would do with sin, guilt, and salvation therefrom, does not 
appear. 

George Cross. 

The University of Berlin. 



Genesis. Erklart von Lie. Dr. H. Holzinger, Stadtpfarrer in 
Munsingen (Wurttemberg). Mit einer Abbildung. (Kurzer 
Hand-Commentar zum Alten Testament. Abteilung I.) 
Freiburg i. B., Leipzig und Tubingen : Verlag von J. C. B. 
Mohr (Paul Siebeck), 1898. Pp. xxx-f- 278. Subscriptions- 
preis, M. 4.50; Einzelpreis, M. 6. 

This book is strictly true to the aim of the series, viz., to publish a 
commentary on the Old Testament, prepared from the historico- 
religious point of view. Faithful to this principle, the author, who has 
been known for some years by his elaborate book, Einleitung in den 
Hexateuch (1893), has written a commentary on Genesis, in which he 
seeks to interpret the book from this historico-religious point of view 
and to determine the value of the records which it contains, not for 
the biblical theology of the Old Testament, but for the history of Old 



